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March 19, 2020 
 
Dear East Central ISD Families, 
 

While our school district is closed to ensure the safety and wellbeing of our students, staff, and community, we are providing you with some 
materials to engage students in learning from home.  All students will have choice boards that include activities to reinforce learning. Student choice 
boards will be posted on the ECISD website under the Our Families link which is located off of the main page of www.ecisd.net.  Our staff has 
created two options for your child to access learning at home.  The first option is Google Classroom.  Your child’s teacher will be reaching out to 
you/your child to share how they will access Google Classroom.  The second option is a version of the same material just in a paper format.  We will 
begin with learning activities that will reinforce previously learned content.  Students can submit their completed work online through Google 
Classroom or they can keep evidence of their work in a notebook (spiral, composition) or on paper.  Evidence can be presented in many ways to 
include things like pictures/videos, notebook entries and/or more traditional written responses. Students who utilize the paper format can bring 
evidence of their work once we return to school.  

During this time, our gradebook will be frozen.  This means students will not receive any new grades for learning that occurs while we are 
out.  Teachers will communicate with students/families regularly to provide feedback and assist with student learning.  Once students return, 
teachers will evaluate student work and make adjustments to grades that represent student learning that occurred during this period of time.  

We appreciate your patience and look forward to working together in an effort to best support you and your family.  We miss all of our 
students and look forward to seeing them again once school resumes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ecisd.net/


19 de marzo de 2020 

 

Estimadas familias de East Central ISD: 

Mientras nuestro distrito escolar está cerrado para asegurar la seguridad y el bienestar de nuestros estudiantes, el personal y la comunidad, les 
estamos proporcionando algunos materiales para que los estudiantes aprendan desde su hogar. Todos los estudiantes tendrán acceso a una 
plataforma de aprendizaje en línea (choice boards) que incluye actividades para reforzar el aprendizaje. La plataforma se publicará en el sitio web 
de ECISD en el enlace Nuestras familias que se encuentra en la página principal de www.ecisd.net. Nuestro personal ha creado dos opciones para 
que su hijo/a tenga acceso al aprendizaje en casa. La primera opción es Google Classroom. El maestro de su hijo/a se comunicará con usted / su 
hijo/a para compartir cómo accederán a Google Classroom. La segunda opción es una versión del mismo material solo en formato papel. 
Comenzaremos con actividades de aprendizaje que reforzarán el contenido ya aprendido. Los estudiantes pueden enviar su trabajo completado en 
línea a través de Google Classroom o pueden guardar evidencia de su trabajo en un cuaderno (espiral, composición) o en papel. La evidencia se 
puede presentar de muchas maneras para incluir cosas como imágenes / videos, entradas de cuaderno y / o respuestas escritas más tradicionales. 
Los estudiantes que utilizan el formato de papel pueden traer evidencia de su trabajo una vez que regresemos a la escuela. 

Durante este tiempo, nuestro sistema de calificaciones estará suspendido. Esto significa que los estudiantes no recibirán nuevas calificaciones por 
el aprendizaje que ocurra mientras estamos fuera de la escuela. Los maestros se comunicarán con los estudiantes / familias regularmente para 
proporcionar comentarios y ayudar con el aprendizaje de los estudiantes. Una vez que los estudiantes regresen, los maestros evaluarán el trabajo 
de los estudiantes y harán ajustes a las calificaciones que representan el aprendizaje de los estudiantes que ocurrió durante este período de 
tiempo. 

Agradecemos su paciencia y trabajaremos juntos en el mejor esfuerzo para apoyar a usted y a su familia. Extrañamos a todos nuestros estudiantes 
y esperamos a verlos cuando regresemos a la escuela.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Choice Board for Environmental Systems 

Select at least 3 activities per column to complete each week. Each activity should not take more than 20-30 minutes.  

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 

Diagram the formation of soil 
from the parent rock. Note 
physical and chemical 
changes.  
 
 

 
Choose a freshwater organism, 
identify its habitat and describe 
the many adaptations it has in 
order to survive in its particular 
niche. Consider feeding, 
respiring, predator/prey 
interactions and breeding 
requirements.  

Speaking as prey, write a letter 
to a predator stating why they 
shouldn’t eat you, what their 
other choices are for food in 
their environment and what you 
do for the environment.  

Measure your residential water 
consumption for one day to the 
best of your ability: the length of 
time you shower and how many 
times and how much you use 
water in all your activities.  
 
Calculate your total daily water 
use and determine the areas of 
highest use.  

Create a Venn diagram 
comparing and contrasting 
primary and secondary 
succession.  

Write a short story from the 
viewpoint of a native animal 
who has encountered pollution 
in their native habitat.  

Write a “breaking news” article 
discussing the threats to the 
environment  in the US today.  

Write a short fairy tale about a 
drop of water going through the 
water cycle.  

Find one living organism outside 
of your home and place it in an 
accurate food chain. 

Create a food web that includes 
what you had for breakfast or 
lunch.  
 
How to create a food web.  

Create a journal entry for each 
stage of the rock cycle. Write as 
if you are a molecule of the stone 
undergoing transformation.  

Walk around outside your home 
or in your neighborhood, if 
possible. Describe at least five 
areas of water use, listing them 
from the most to the least use.  

Create flashcards for 5 biomes, 
including abiotic and biotic 
features.  

Create a Venn Diagram 
comparing and contrasting 
weather and climate.  

Describe a career in 
environmental science of 
interest to you.  

Create a Venn diagram 
comparing two different biomes.  

Walk around outside your home 
or in your neighborhood, if 
possible. Identify and describe 
the use of three renewable and 
three nonrenewable resources.  

Step outside and find a tree or 
some other living plant. Connect 
this producer to the geosphere, 
hydrosphere, atmosphere and 
biosphere.  

Create a graphic diagramming 
the role humans play in the 
carbon cycle.  

Predict how the introduction of 
an invasive species may alter the 
food chain and affect existing 



populations in an ecosystem. 

 

Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8 

Draw the water cycle in your 
neighborhood -or local aquatic 
ecosystem, if you have one. Label 
the following:precipitation, 
evaporation, accumulation, 
condensation, surface runoff, 
transpiration, percolation and 
infiltration, possible areas of 
groundwater storage, 
Particularly note the areas off 
surface runoff 

List the foods you ate and 
products you used today  
 
Determine if these items are 
compostable or 
non-compostable, recyclable or 
non-recyclable.  

Create a flow map showing the 
scientific process  
 
 

Create a flyer promoting one of the 
sources of renewable energy, 
including types of solar energy, 
geothermal, hydroelectric and 
wind.  

Choose an endangered species in 
Texas and design a slogan to 
protect its habitat.  

Select your favorite biome and 
create the perfect organism to 
survive in this habitat.  
 
Don’t forget to create a scientific 
name and supply your critter 
with plenty of adaptations.  Design a WANTED poster for a 

nonrenewable energy source, 
such as oil, natural gas, or coal, 
describing the harmful effects on 
the environment.  

Create a chart showing the 
effects of tornadoes, hurricanes 
and earthquakes. Determine 
which one you would rather live 
through and convince your 
reader why.  

Created a VENN diagram 
comparing and contrasting 
renewable and non-renewable 
energy sources.  

Compare and contrast positive 
and negative feedback loops. 
Search your home for feedback 
loops and describe them. (Hint: 
Look for systems that manage 
themselves). 

Create an acrostic for the terms 
BIOTIC and ABIOTIC.  
 

 

TIME FOR SUNSHINE: Get 
outside and make a T-chart 
identifying 6 biotic and 6 abiotic 
items around your home -or in 
your neighborhood, if possible.  

National Parks preserve natural 
ecosystems. Investigate the 
National Parks found in Texas.  
 
Which of these parks would you 
prefer to visit and why? 
 
 What type of ecosystem does 
this park preserve?  

Create a flyer promoting one of the 
sources of renewable energy, 

Compare the structure of plants 
in the tropic forest with plants in 

Describe your fishing and 
hunting experience. Predict the 



including types of solar energy, 
geothermal, hydroelectric and 
wind.  

the tundra.  effect the cessation of hunting 
deer would have on the 
ecosystem.  

Create a flow map diagramming 
the organization of life beginning 
with the cell.  

Diagram the layers of the Earth 
and compare/contrast them to 
food or some other familiar 
object.  

Find an object in your trash. 
Describe how this object can be 
recycled, reused or reduced in 
use.  

View this short documentary 
about ecosystem restoration of 
the Texas Hill Country. Describe 
the methods used to restore the 
ecosystem.  
 
https://youtu.be/ZSPkcpGmflE 

 

 

https://youtu.be/ZSPkcpGmflE


Citation: 

http://www.blueplanetbiomes.org/world_biomes 



 

Citation: https://newsela.com/read/lib-rock-cycle-graphic/id/54123/ 

 

 

 

https://newsela.com/read/lib-rock-cycle-graphic/id/54123/


 

Citation: http://www.physicalgeography.net/fundamentals/9r.html 

 

http://www.physicalgeography.net/fundamentals/9r.html


 

Citation: 

https://shop.need.org/collections/elementary-guides/products/energy-sidekicks-renewable-nonrenewable-chart 


